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The weather during the summer of 2010 will 
be remembered as one of the finest 
summers in memory and has spurred an 
interest in boating as evidenced by a full 
marina.  We have more boats in berths than 
any other year in the history for the Club.  
Currently berths have been assigned to 180 
boats.  In addition, there are 12 boats in the 
yard that were not launched this year and 
an additional 7 boats that are on their own 
moorings at various locations on the river. 
 
Sixty – eight percent of boats associated 
with the club, are powered by sail.  
However, the 32 percent portion of power 
boats continues to increase. Power boats in 
the less then 25 foot range has been the 
growth market in the current year.  The 
average length of boats has increased to 34 
feet.  It was not that long ago that a 30 foot 
boat was considered “big” at the RKYC.  
Members continue to upsize. 
 
This is all encouraging for the RKYC and 
for boating in general as other 
clubs/marinas in the area are also reaching 
nearing capacity.  The time may come in 
the near future when we have boats on 
moorings waiting to be assigned berths.  
 
 
Carol Clark, our Wednesday night race 
video photographer, wishes to let the 
membership know that you can now see 
exciting racing action from Wednesday 
night on You Tube by searching RKYC   
 Video on the You Tube site. The link to 
view all of the races is 
http://www.youtube.com/rkycvideo .  
 
In the June Blue Duster we told the story of 

Ron Gard 
bidding 

farewell to 
Gannet IV.  
Ron was not 
without a boat 
for very long 
and in July 
purchased a 
Northern 25.  
Ron is shown 

in this picture working away at getting his 
new vessel all “dickey dooed up”.  
Congratulations Ron! 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

RKYC Members Jill Landry (left photo) and 
Braden Holditch are shown receiving 
awards from Doug Orford for their first 
place finish in their class at the circuit 
Regatta held at the RKYC July 10 th and 11 th. 
 

Learn to Sail 
 

The Learn to Sail program is winding down 
for another year and has again been a 
success.  Although registrations were 
down in the junior program, all reports from 
parents are that the program was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the kids.  Thanks to 
our instructors who did a great job and 
included Alex Black (head instructor), Seth 
Holditch, Jill Landry, Henrick Tonning, and 
Cathleen Trafton.  In addition, helping us to 
get ready for the program were Thomas 
Nicholson and Catherine Richards.  
 

We also incorporated the Junior Sailing 
program with the YMCA Day Camp Program 
and this was also a big success and 
introduced kids to sailing that may not have 
had the opportunity otherwise. 
 

 Jamie Grant instructed at the new Adult 
Learn to Sail program that was an instant 
success.  It has been some time since we 
have offered adult instruction and thanks 
goes out to Doug Orford for making the 
effort to get this program out of the gates. 

 
  
 

Buffets 
 
Buffets start at 6:00 pm and prices are as 
identified below.  Please call the day 
before to reserve. 
 
August 19 th        Seafood Stuffed Sole*  
August 26 th       Prime Rib**** 
September 2 nd   Mixed BBQ Grill** 
September 9 th    Italian Night**** 
September 16 th Prime Rib**** 
 
 
*$19.00, **$20.00 ***$22.00  **** $24.00  

        all -inclusive  
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Good sailing all, 
 
It is wonderful to see more and more club 
burgees flying from the masts and flag posts of 
the boats from the RKYC. Over the summer I 
have been asked on several occasions, by 
newer members, where, on the boat, is the 
proper place to fly the burgee?  After being 
asked by the Commodore, and a little research, I 
have put together the following:     
 
Ensign:  
This is the owner’s national maritime flag. It is 
not flown all the time. By tradition, it is hoisted  
when someone is onboard. It should be hoisted 
at 0800 (or 0900 in the winter) and lowered at 
2100 or Sunset whichever comes first.  
It should be lowered when racing. 
The Ensign takes pride of place. It is after all 
your country that you are representing. In fact it 
came from the old days when the Ship was 
Sovereign Territory. Traditionally the Ensign 
was flown from the leech of the main but today 
the stern is the normal pride of place.  A 
ketch/yawl may fly it from the Mizzenmast head. 
The ensign is normally flown from a Mast stick 
mounted to the transom or davits or even 
backstay. On sailboats it has become much 
harder to find places to fly flags from. So the 
next best point is the main mast under the 
Starboard spreader.  
 
One act that is not done much anymore is to dip 
your Ensign to a Royal Yacht or Warship. Once 
you have dipped, you wait for a dip from the 
other ship and wait till they rehoist. Then you 
may rehoist your own Ensign. Don't be 
disappointed if a Warship does not do this for 
you, they tend to be rather busy these days 
watching out for us little fellows below than 
whether you have dipped your ensign or not.  
 
Club Burgee:  
This flag takes second pride of place. It is your 
club after all. You do not fly any more than one 
club burgee at a time.  
You do not fly your club burgee when racing.  
The normal place to fly a Burgee is from a 
flagstick at the main masthead. Not such an 
easy place to reach on a sailboat, so from the 
lower spreader on the Starboard side right 
under the Ensign. This is also a flag that is 
flown only when someone is onboard. 
 
Courtesy Flag:  
Any vessel visiting a foreign port should fly that 
country’s Marine ensign out of courtesy, or in 
other words, you are acknowledging the 
sovereignty of that country. This is a tricky one. 
It must never be flown "inferior" to any other 
flag. So this means you may have to transfer 
your Club Burgee to the Port side spreader and 
the Courtesy flag is flown from the Starboard 
side spreader. Although, prior to entering 
foreign waters, the yellow Q flag should be 
flown until permission is granted and then it is 
replaced by that country’s Marine ensign. 
 
Rear Commodore – David Morgan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2010 Cruise – the pictures say it 
all… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


