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��  was a sad day for long-time senior member 
Ron Gard, right, on May 26 as he bid a fond 
farewell to his beloved Vertue 25, Gannet IV. 
“Arguably one of the finest wooden boats this 
Club has ever had,” according to yacht broker 
Ernest Hamilton, Gannet IV had been a fixture 
around the Club for about 20 years. Built in 1955 
for a Canadian naval officer at the E.K. Elkin boat  
yard in England, she was shipped to her first 
home port, the Royal Nova Scotian in Halifax, on 
the deck of a navy destroyer. Ron Gard was just 
her second owner. Gannet IV was sold to Bill 
Clapp, left, a wooden boat enthusiast who truly 
appreciates her many finely crafted features. Her 
home port will now be the Dutch Wharf Boat 
Yard near Branford, Connecticut.  
 

Learn to Sail 
 
Photo at left shows 
Doug Orford (left), 
Learn to Sail 
Coordinator and 
Trevor Holder 
participating in a 
beach cleanup 
organized by ACAP. 
 
Alex Black, Thomas 
Nicholson and 
Catherine Richards 
(photo at left) promote 
Learn to Sail at the 
Millidgeville Super 
Store.  Registrations 
are being accepted for 
all four Learn to Sail 
courses.  

 
Doug Orford was instrumental in starting an 
Adult Learn to Sail program, the first in some 
time at the RKYC.  The eight evening program, 
presented on Thursdays through the summer, 
quickly filled up in a few days.  The RKYC is also 
hosting two YMCA day camps with twelve 
children in each camp in a special introduction 
to sailing segment of our Learn to Sail program.  
Because of demand we may be offering an 
additional one week segment to the YMCA later 
in the summer. 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

RKYC St. John River Cruise 
 
Fleet Captains Heather & John McBriarty wish to 
remind everyone that cruise sign up sheets are 
now available on the racing table in the club 
house or by emailing mcbriart@nbnet.nb.ca           
with your boat name, captain and first mate's 
names, the number of crew (children or guests 
on your boat) along with their age(s) and how 
many will be attending the final dinner and 
dance. 
 

Join us up river for a fun week cruising "around 
the world" on the 24th to 31st of July  

 

Gas Dock 
 
The RKYC gas dock will be opening on a seven 
day a week basis beginning on June 21 st.  Hours 
will be Monday – Friday : 1100 – 2000 hrs and 
Friday and Saturday:  0900 – 1800 hrs.  Please 
review the safe fueling practices guidelines 
identified in the Fixture Card Brochure.  The gas 
dock attendants are equipped to handle cash, 
debit cards, Visa and MasterCard but personal 
cheques will not be accepted. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Fundy Cruise  
 
Members are invited to participate in the 
2010 Fundy Cruise on the third week of 
August.  The cruise starts on Saturday, 
August 14 th to Dipper Harbour where the 
Fundy Fisherman’s Day will be enjoyed.  We 
then leave Dipper Harbour on Monday for a 
planned call on Grand Manan, Campobello 
Island and St. Andrews.  Come see the 
whales and enjoy the lobsters.  For more 
information telephone Jeff Jennings (644-
8833) or Peter Jolly (847-5725). 

Buffets 
 
Buffets start at 6:00 pm and prices are as 
identified below.  Please  call the day before 
to reserve. 
 
July 1 st  Mixed BBQ Grill** 
July 8 th  Chicken Tetrazzini* 
July 15 th   Baked Seafood Newburg* 
July 22 nd  Chinese Buffet** 
July 29 th  Prime Rib**** 
 
 
*$19.00, **$20.00 ***$22.00  $24.00****  

        all-inclusive  
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Bob Barnes Retirement Tribute 
 
Bob Barnes, the RKYC’s long time, multi-talented 
yard manager, is retiring this summer, and the 
Club took the opportunity during Members’ Day 
festivities to pay him a special tribute.  
 

 
Photo at left: 
 
Ken Salmon (right) 
makes presentation to 
Bob Barnes and Karin 
Nason on Members’s 
Day. 
 
 
 
 

 

Bob has been everything around the RKYC – an 
associate member, a senior member, a racer, a 
cruiser, a boat deliverer, a Commodore, a 
volunteer and an employee. It was in this latter 
role that he made his biggest contribution, 
however. When Bob took on the yard manager’s 
job in the spring of 1999, many of the boats were 
still on the old wooden skids and were being 
launched on the marine railroad. Bob had a 
vision to change that, and that’s exactly what he 
did over the next 11 seasons, transforming the 
marina into the modern and efficient operation it 
is today. Here’s a synopsis of what he achieved: 
 

�� He advised on and acquired first one 
crane, and then the present big one, to 
accommodate our needs for more 
efficient launching. 

�� He redesigned and reconstructed the 
marine railway system, and built the new 
rail car that went with it. 

�� He designed, planned and built the big 
blue hydraulic trailer . . . from scratch, 
with no blueprints or engineer’s drawings 
. . . everything in his head. 

�� He acquired and installed the light 
standards in the yard. 

�� And he advised on the design and 
purchase of the new docks. 

�� He kept that old small crane going, 
including rebuilding its transmission, for 
many years after its “best before” date. 
As a matter of fact, he’s kept all the old 
equipment around the Club running!  

�� He masterminded and executed a 
refurbishment of the main wharf, which 
probably wouldn’t still be out there if it 
wasn’t for the many hours he spent 
welding supports and then filling and 
levelling. 

�� He built the new pile driver – an amazing 
feat since he first designed and built the 
building to work in, ingeniously using 
some of the docks for the walls and then 
designed and built the pile driver itself, 
again, with no blueprints or engineer’s 
plans. 

 
 

 
 

�� He also built literally dozens of cradles, 
all designed and constructed to fit our 
trailers to make the jobs of launching and 
hauling as efficient as possible. 

�� He launched, and/or installed the masts 
in, almost every boat in this yard. 

�� With the help of some friends he 
acquired the Mary O, so that the Club has 
a viable large workboat, and a race 
committee boat, to boot. 

�� He advised, and still advises, anyone 
who asks about anything related to 
sailing, boat maintenance and repair, 
mechanics, electrical work, and so on. 

�� And so much more! 
 

To purchase the many pieces of equipment Bob 
has built would have cost the Club a 
considerable amount of money. The RKYC owes 
Bob a great debt of gratitude, not only for the 
money he has saved us, but also, and more 
importantly, for his dedication as he worked 
night after night, year after year, locking the Clu b 
up, walking the docks, tying down boats when a 
Nor’Easter blew in and basically just taking care 
of the place.  
 

Meanwhile, Bob has put other aspects of his life 
on hold. His own boat still sits in the yard waitin g 
for him to take the time to work on her so that he 
and his spouse Karin Nason can finally realize 
their dream of retiring and taking Ambiance to 
winter in the BVIs. 
 

As he turns his bow to the wind and charts a new 
course, the RKYC wishes Bob all the best – and 
fair winds and safe seas when he finally sets sail 
and leaves the Club behind, at least for the 
winter! 
 
Members’ Day 
 
Again this year there was a good attendance at 
Members’ Day and those attending enjoyed ham 
on a bun, and fruit and vegetable trays. The 
weather was exceptional and a good number 
gathered on the “Mary O” to review the Sail Past. 
 

 
 
Ed Saunders was also acknowledged at 
Member’s Day for his many hours of 
volunteering at the RKYC. 
 

 

 


